Youth and Law

People vs. Nix

Robert Hogan stole Pam Bandy’s car, kidnapped Bandy, and placed her in the car trunk.  For five days he drove the car while Bandy pounded on the inside of the trunk and begged for help.  During some of this time, Terressa Nix, Hogan’s 25-year-old girlfriend, was a passenger in the stolen car, and once was in it alone for a few minutes.  Nix did nothing to help Bandy, although she heard the cries for help.  Bandy eventually died from drinking window washer fluid to quench her thirst.  Nix was prosecuted for murder based on her failure to act. (Hogans, too, was charged in the death)  Her lawyer moved for directed verdict of acquittal, on the ground that Nix had no legal duty to aid the victim. Should this motion be granted?

