Youth and Law

Degrees of Murder

Cases: 

1.
People v. Grandados, (49 Cal. 2d 490, 319 P.ed 343 1957)

Defendant lived with the mother of his victim, a 13-year old girl.  Defendant, alone with the girl, prevented her brother from entering the house by sending him on an errand.  At that time the brother noticed blood on the defendant's hand.  Later the defendant called the mother and told her the victim had poisoned herself.  The mother returned to the house with a friend who found the girl's body on the bedroom floor, with her skirt pulled up exposing her private parts.  There were bloodstains on the wall, floor, and decedent's head, and a machete covered with blood was lying in a corner of the living room behind a radiator.  Defendant testified on the day of the killing he asked the victim if she were a virgin.  When she refused to answer he struck her, but claims he does not remember hitting her.  The mother testified that he had previously molested the girl, and that she had threatened to call the police if he did so again.

2.
United States v. Brown (518 F.2nd 821 (7th Cir. 1975)  

It is undisputed that Robert Lee Brown, an inmate at the federal prison in Terre Haute, stabbed fellow inmate Elijah Atkinson to death.  Consider the following evidence:

Brown had been searched in his cell an hour before the killing.  He asked officers "who is the 'snitch'?" then said, "If I find that *(!*(! I will send him to you in a pine box."  Brown stabbed Atkinson 21 times as the victim crawled from a supply room to the hallway.  At one point, witnesses saw Brown stop momentarily while Atkinson attempted to crawl away, only to again stab him 6 to 8 more times.  Brown continued to stab the victim for approximately a minute and a half after a security officer ordered him to stop.  Atkinson was D.O.A. at the prison infirmary with 21 stab wounds to the face, neck, chest, and back.  A guard testified that after the stabbing, Brown said, "I just got rid of a punk who's been bothering me."

3.
Mayes v. People, 106 Ill. 305 (1883)  
Mayes and his wife had an argument.  Mayes was very angry so his wife said they would discuss the matter later on.  She then picked up an oil lamp and started to leave the room.  Mayes threw a beer bottle at his wife.  The bottle missed his wife but hit the lamp, causing a fire, which brought about her death.

4.
Bill and his friend Joe decided to see who's car was faster, so they drove out to a country road they had frequently raced on.  In all of the times they had raced, they had never once seen a car other than their own; they had raced at least once a week for the past year.  Because they never saw other cars, they often used both sides of the road.  On this particular road race, Bill was passing Joe on his way up a hill and hit an approaching car.  The driver of the other car was killed.

5.
Jack, David and Chico decided to rob a bank.  They spent many hours planning the robbery.  At each of their meetings, Jack said, "Now you guys, no matter what, we don't kill anybody because I don't want to go to prison for life."  Dave and Chico agreed.  On the day of the robbery, Chico drove Jack and Dave to the bank.  Jack and Dave burst into the bank, armed with shotguns, yelling, "Nobody move!"  Jack then had a bank teller hand over the money.  She was taking her time about it so Jack yelled, "Hurry up, you *!?%."  He threw his gun down in anger so that he could help her speed things up.  The gun went off and killed a policeman.

6.
Dan was 45 years old and had just lost his job.  Dan blamed his job loss on the program cuts made by President Reagan.  Dan's son-in-law, Jim, and Dan did not get along at all.  Dan was at a party thrown by Jim, and overheard Jim loudly talking to his friends about how some people, "Couldn't even hold down a job," and were just, "Leaching off society."  Dan tried to remain calm, but Jim kept up with this for quite a while.  Suddenly, Jim turned to Dan and loudly asked him what he did for a living (even though Jim knew Dan had been laid off).  Dan replied by punching Jim in the face; the blow caused Jim to fall over and hit his head on a rock.  Jim died later at a local hospital.

