Youth and Law 
Crime Ranking Activity
Rank the ten offenses listed here from the most serious to the least serious based on your opinion, not on how serious the law now says they are.  Rank the most serious (1), the second most serious (2), and so on until you get to the least serious offense (10).  After you have ranked the times individually, work with your group members to come up with a group ranking.

Individ.








Group

______
a.  A factory knowingly dumps waste in a way that 
______

     pollutes the water supply of a large city.

______
b.  A person with a gun robs a victim of $40.  No  
______

     physical harm occurs.

______
c.  A terrorist plants a bomb in an airport terminal. 
______

     The bomb explodes and twenty people are killed.

______
d.  A person forcibly rapes a teen, resulting in  

______

     serious injury to the victim.

______
e.  A person intentionally sets fire to a business 

______
     causing damages worth $250,000.

______
f.  A person burglarizes a victim’s home, taking

______

     property worth $150.
______
g.  A drunk driver kills a teen pedestrian by driving 
______

     an automobile recklessly.

______
h.  A person sells crack cocaine to others. 

______

______
i.  A person shoplifts $80 worth of items from a

______

     department store.

______
j.  A teen’s car is vandalized in a parking lot. 

______

When I’ve finished your group ranking, rank the seriousness of the following situations and determine where each would fit in your list of crimes.

1. As a student walks down the hall at school, a teen hits the student on the head and steals the victim’s wallet.
2. One student says to another, “You will be beaten up after school if you don’t give me your lunch money.”

3. During an argument over use of the family car, a father knocks his son against a wall, breaking the son’s arm.
