Youth & Law

What Defense is Valid?

Directions:  

1. Assign each member in your group one of the following legal defenses (self-defense, insanity, or entrapment). 

2. Read each of the three hypothetical cases below.  Have each person apply his/her assigned legal defense to each hypothetical to see if it fits. 

3. As a group, discuss why that legal defense might or might not work and then record your answers on a separate sheet of paper.

Case: Peter Hope

Peter Hope is charged with assault with a deadly weapon.  He was walking down the street.  Without warning, a man began hitting him with a rolled-up newspaper.  Peter Hope pulled out a gun and shot him.

Case: Martha Heart

Officer Martin, in plain clothes, approached Martha Heart on the street and offered to sell her a “hot” radio for a cheap price.  Martha at first refused, but the officer persuaded her to buy it.  He then arrested Martha for receiving stolen property.

Case: Karen Sanchez

Karen Sanchez had her home burglarized twice in the last month.  One evening, she heard a noise on her front porch.  She grabbed her son’s baseball bat and flung open the door to discover a man bending forward with his hand on the doorknob.  He jumped upright and reached into his pocket.  Afraid that he had a weapon, Karen struck him across the face, partially blinding him.  As it turned out, the man had come to ask for a charitable donation and had been reaching for his identification card.  Karen has been charged with assault with a deadly weapon.  

