Youth and Law

Mock Trial – Court Bailiff

The Court Bailiff aids the judge in the conduction of the mock trial.  

Duties of the Bailiff:

1. Call the Courtroom to Order:  As the judge enters the courtroom, say:

“All rise.  This Court is now in session, the Honorable Judge _____________________ presiding.”  

Wait until the judge has taken a seat and then continue:

“Please be seated and come to order.”

If the judge calls a recess during the trial, say, “all rise” as the judge leaves the courtroom and again as they re-enter.

2. Timekeeping:  

You are responsible for bringing a stopwatch to the trial.  Be sure to practice with it and know how to use it before the competition.  Follow the time limits set for each segment of the mock trial and keep track of the time used and time left on the time sheet provided to you.

Time should stop when attorneys make objections.  Restart once the judge has ruled on the objection and the next question is asked.  You need to also stop the time if the judge questions a witness or attorney.

You will have time cards to notify the attorneys of the remaining time that they have.  When three minutes are left, bailiff will hold up “3” minute card, then again at the “1” minute and finally at “0” minutes.  At this time politely inform the attorney that they have run out of time and to please stop.  Be sure time cards are visible to all the judges as well as to the attorneys when you hold them up.

