Youth and Law

Applying the Search and Seizure Checklist

Directions: 

1. Review the checklist and what you have learned about search and seizure law.

2. Analyze the following cases and decide if any Fourth Amendment violations have occurred.

3. Be prepared to explain your answers and discuss any differences of opinions that may arise.

Case 1: Hans Metcalf

Smith and Houston, special investigators from the district attorney’s office had been following Hans Metcalf, a suspected bookie.  They saw him enter a telephone booth with a briefcase in his hand and make a short telephone call.  He then left the phone booth, but without his briefcase.  Smith and Houston rushed to the phone booth, opened the briefcase, and found several bundles of betting slips.  Just then Metcalf returned to retrieve his briefcase and he was arrested.

Case 2: Vivian Madison

Mary Krensy was angry with her roommate, Vivian Madison.  She went to the police and offered to them where Vivian was hiding 50 stolen holiday turkeys.  The police accompanied her to the garage that both women shared and discovered 50 turkeys reported stolen from the Henderson Poultry Company.  The police confiscated the poultry and placed Vivian under arrest.

Case 3: Dan Lewis

Officer Miller was on patrol late at night.  Suddenly she spotted a house trailer behind, but not attached to, a car with no license plates.  On closer inspection, she noticed a thin wisp of smoke escaping from one of the trailer windows.  She walked to the door and knocked a few times.  A voice called back, “Go away!”  The officer forced open the door and found a young man preparing a liquid substance in a makeshift laboratory.  Officer Miller arrested the man, whose name is Dan Lewis, for the manufacturing of illegal drugs.

Case 4: Betty Kim

Acting on an informant’s tip that Betty Kim was receiving stolen property, Detective Drebs went to her apartment to talk to her.  She invited him in, but when he started to poke around the living room she screamed, “I said you could talk, not search the place.  Get out!”  He grabbed, handcuffed, and frisked her.  He found a Swiss army knife in her pants pocket and arrested her for disturbing the peace and carrying a concealed weapon.  He then searched the living room and found a stolen stereo receiver.

