Youth and Law 

Is it a Search?

Objective:  

Analyze and research cases to determine whether a search or seizure has taken place.

Instructions:

1. Analyze each of the seven cases below and decide if a search or seizure has taken place.

2. Choose one of the cases to look up and research.

3. Write down the facts of the case, what was the court’s majority decision and why, and what did the court’s dissenter(s) believe and why.

4. Be prepared to report back to the class not only the facts of the case, but how you would have decided the case and why.

Cases:

1. Unable to see over Mike’s 10-foot high fence, police hire a plane and fly over the house at 1000 feet and see marijuana plants growing in the backyard. (California v Ciraolo 1986 and Florida v Riley 1989)

2. Police install a device at the phone company office that keeps track of the numbers that Gilbert dials from his home phone. (Smith v Maryland 1979)

3. Suspecting drug dealing, police have the trash collector turn over Bill’s trash to them instead of throwing it in the trash truck. (California v Greenwood 1988)

4. The FBI listens to Joe’s conversation by attaching an electronic eavesdropping device to the outside of the public telephone booth he uses at 11 a.m. every day. (Katz v US 1967)

5. Investigating a shooting, police legally enter into an apartment looking for weapons and the shooter.  While inside, an officer spots a high-priced stereo that seems out of place in the rundown apartment.  The officer picks it up, jots down the serial number, puts it down, calls headquarters, and finds out that the stereo is stolen.  (Arizona v Hicks 1987)

6. Oliver posts “no trespassing” signs around his land and locks the gate to his property.  Police go into a highly secluded part of his land about a mile from his house and find marijuana plants growing. (Oliver v US 1984)

7. A Border Patrol Agent boards a bus in Texas.  As he walks down the aisle, he squeezes the luggage that passengers have stored above their seats.  When he squeezes Bond’s bag, he feels a suspicious “brick-like” object, which the agent believes to be a “brick” of methamphetamine.  (Bond v US 2000) 

