Youth and Law 

The Case of the Unlucky Couple
Case:


After an evening at the movies, Lonnie Howard and his girlfriend, Susan, decide to park in the empty parking lot behind Briarwood Elementary School. After several beers, they are startled by the sound of breaking glass from the rear of the school.


Unnoticed in their darkened car, Lonnie and Susan observe two men loading office equipment from the school into the back of a van. Quickly concluding that the men must be burglars,  Lonnie revs up his engine and roars out of the parking lot onto Main Street.


Meanwhile, unknown to Lonnie and Susan, a silent alarm has also alerted the police to the break-in at the school. Responding to the alarm, officer Ramos heads for the school and turns onto Main Street just in time to see Lonnie’s car speeding away. 

Questions:

1. If you were Officer Ramos, what would you do in this situation?  If you were Lonnie, what would you do?

2. If Officer Ramos chases Lonnie, will she have probable cause to stop and arrest him?

3. Assume Lonnie takes a baseball bat from the back of the car and begins to wave it.  Would it be legal for Officer Ramos to use deadly force?

